What do we mean by community cohesion?
Home Office & Local Government Association (LGA) 
A cohesive community is one where:

· There is a common vision and sense of belonging for all communities;

· The diversity of people’s different backgrounds and circumstances are appreciated and positively valued;

· Those from different backgrounds have similar life opportunities; and

· Strong and positive relationships are being developed between people from different backgrounds in the workplace, in schools and within neighbourhoods.
Commission for Racial Equality (CRE)

A cohesive community is one where there is/are:

· Shared values that can be upheld despite other differences between groups; a sense of belonging, and an acceptance that this means different things for different groups.

· An intolerance of racial discrimination and harassment.

· People share pride in the place where they live.

· Respect for people’s lifestyles, as long as these do not infringe on others’ rights.

· Genuine opportunities for everyone in education, employment, health, and civic and democratic activity.

· National and local leaders who tackle inequality and respect differences in background and outlook.

DCSF & Ofsted
By community cohesion, we mean working towards a society in which there is a common vision and sense of belonging by all communities; a society in which the diversity of people’s backgrounds and circumstances is appreciated and valued; a society in which similar life opportunities are available to all; and a society in which strong and positive relationships exist and continue to be developed in the workplace, in schools and in the wider community.
Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for Education and Skills, speaking in Parliament on 2/11/06. 

Commission on Integration & Cohesion (Our Shared Future)

An integrated and cohesive community is one where:

· There is a clearly defined and widely shared sense of the contribution of different individuals and different communities to a future vision for a neighbourhood, city, region or country

· There is a strong sense of an individual’s rights and responsibilities when living in a particular place – people know what everyone expects of them, and what they can expect in turn

· Those from different backgrounds have similar life opportunities, access to services and treatment

· There is a strong sense of trust in institutions locally to act fairly in arbitrating between different interests and for their role and justifications to be subject to public scrutiny

· There is a strong recognition of the contribution of both those who have newly arrived and those who already have deep attachments to a particular place, with a focus on what they have in common

· There are strong and positive relationships between people from different backgrounds in the workplace, in schools and other institutions within neighbourhoods

Communities and Local Government (CLG)

Community cohesion is what must happen in all communities to enable different groups of people to get on well together. A key contributor to community cohesion is integration which is what must happen to enable new residents and existing residents to adjust to one another.
Our vision of an integrated and cohesive community is based on three foundations:
· People from different backgrounds have similar life opportunities
· People knowing their rights and responsibilities
· People trusting one another and trusting local institutions to act fairly
And three key ways of living together:
· A shared future vision and sense of belonging

· A focus on what new and existing communities have in common, alongside a recognition of the value of diversity

· Strong and positive relationships between people from different backgrounds
