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Essex Schools, Children and Families Data Sharing – General Principles
1. The maintenance and transmission of data and information between the Local Authority and schools will be within principles that the majority of users accept and all implement.

2. Data users should be responsible for ensuring that they understand the data they are using, its origin, currency and implications, and that any uncertainties are clarified with the data owner.

3. The rules for data acquisition must be clear and take into account its priority, usefulness, the ease with which it can be collected and the needs of data users, now and in the future.  The length of time records must be kept may be constrained by law.

4. The LA and headteachers will limit access to school level comparative information to those officers, advisers, teaching and non teaching staff engaged in school improvement planning, including those of Diocesan Authorities.  They will also make information available to DCSF officials advising the LA and OFSTED/HMI as required.

5. School performance data may be made available by Essex LA to:  Professional Associations, all partners of the LA including Diocesan Authorities, officers of other LAs and Higher Education Institutions for research purposes.  The use of this data will only be for the purpose of school improvement planning and resourcing, on the specific understanding that recipients abide by this agreement and agree reciprocal arrangements so that Essex schools may benefit from access to the widest range of data from all schools in the LA.

6. Such relevant information will not identify or make it possible to identify individual teachers or pupils.

7. Schools may make information about their own performance available to whomsoever they wish, provided that individual pupils or members of staff cannot be identified and that any context or comparison is of aggregated, county, regional or national data and not such as to allow other Essex schools to be identified.

8. No school governor, headteacher or member of staff will make value judgements about another school’s performance or publicly compare their school’s performance with that of another named school or schools on the basis of this data.  This applies to press releases, statements in public or professional meetings and to discussions with parents of children at the school or considering applying for admission of their child to the school.

9. Failure on the part of a school to observe these protocols will result in access to further data being denied.
10. This protocol will be reviewed annually by the EPHA Executive.
Agree by the EPHA Executive on behalf of Essex Primary-phase schools (Date) ………………
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