Drama Strand – Progression through freeze frame activity

	Year Group & Term 
	1 – T2

	Speaking & Listening Objective
	To act out own and well-known stories, using different voices for characters e.g. using drama techniques to portray characters and motives.

	Suggested Text & Themes
	Cinderella

	Suggested Film & Themes
	Cinderella – relationship between Cinderella and her two sisters.

	Content Focus
	Retelling of a traditional fairy story – using a known story structure for own retelling. Freeze-frame to develop understanding of how characters interact and move the story on, and also showing the sequence of the story. A list of new vocabulary needs to have been collected to be referred to when writing.



	Overview
	· Working in small groups, children enact and extend some scenes. The class will become the characters in the story/film by making freeze-frames (like photographs) of some of the illustrations.

·  Retell the story, stopping at an interesting point. Children will work in two’s or three’s to make a freeze-frame of this scene. Encourage them to improve their body position and facial expressions. 

· Identify with the children two illustrations, which are particularly important to the story. Ask children to make a freeze-frame of the first illustration.

· Ask groups to hold their freeze-frame while the rest of the class gather round. Ask the children in the freeze-frame about their picture, speaking to them in role as their character. Encourage children to answer in role.

· Repeat for second illustration. Ask some groups to explain what they acted out. Ask some groups to repeat their conversations and ask others to comment on what was said and how.

· Groups to develop a brief sequence of action from a freeze-frame position, from a significant episode towards the end of the story.

· Share work and discuss insights gained from the freeze-frames and acting as characters to discuss the story.



	Writing Objectives
	T15 – To build simple profiles of characters from stories read, describing characteristics, appearances, behaviour with pictures, single words, captions, words and sentences from text.

Shared writing to develop into independent writing of sentences for character profiles. 

See ‘Developing Early Writing’ P.61.


Drama Strand – Progression through freeze frame activity

	Year Group & Term 
	2 – T1

	Speaking & Listening Objective
	To adopt appropriate roles in groups and consider alternative courses of action e.g. developing a plot/characters.

	Suggested Text & Themes
	

	Suggested Film & Themes
	The Lion King – friendship, love, newcomer splitting up established friendship

	Content Focus
	The hero and his friends have been in the jungle searching for food. Nala chases one of the friends, Pumba, the warthog, and is tackled by the now mature Simba. Nala and Simba recognise, and are attracted to, each other.

	Overview
	· Watch the clip of film and use face symbols to show how characters feel (linked to P.S.H.E work).

· Use freeze-frame and role-play activities to develop and reflect on characters’ thoughts and feelings. Look for evidence that children are focusing on ‘their’ character and identifying how that character’s feelings change.

· Use pair and group freeze-frame to explore alternative ways in which the story might continue. Pairs/groups to plan, practise and perform their alternative continuation of the story.

· Use speech bubbles to bring the freeze-frames to life, in order for characters to describe their thoughts and feelings in reaction to the change of events.

· Reflect on the activities and look for evidence that they helped them to understand the different feelings of the characters through exploring characters and situations in stories.



	Writing Objectives
	T14 (taken from term 2) – To write character profiles, e.g. simple descriptions, posters, passports using key words and phrases that describe or are spoken by characters.




Drama Strand – Progression through freeze frame activity

	Year Group & Term 
	3 – T1

	Speaking & Listening Objective
	To present events and characters through dialogue to engage the interest of an audience e.g. acting out & between two characters bringing out the differences between them.

	Suggested Text & Themes
	James and the Giant Peach –isolation and loneliness, bullying and name-calling. Mental and physical cruelty.

	Suggested Film & Themes
	Toy Story – friendship, rivalry, jealousy, love



	Content Focus
	Toy Story – Buzz is convinced he is a real space explorer and ranger, and his arrogance particularly annoys Woody, the cowboy doll and previous favourite. The two argue and fight, only to become the best of friends as circumstances make them co-operate to save the day.

	Overview
	· In groups ask pupils to create freeze-frames for key moments in the film involving Buzz, Woody and any other key characters. Each group focusing on a different moment given by the teacher.

· Ask groups to share freeze-frames while the others guess which part of the story is being represented. How can they tell? What is it about the positions/facial expressions that suggests this?

· Teacher to focus on one freeze-frame and bring it to life by asking pupils to use speech/thought bubbles to develop characters through language. 

·  Ask each group to bring their scenes alive, using role-play to develop the dialogue between the characters at this point of the story. 

· Share some examples of the role-plays and discuss their effectiveness. Was the dialogue realistic? What experiences have the children got that they could use to relate to the character’s situation? 

	Discussion Focus
	Toy Story - How are outsiders welcomed into groups? How do newcomers feel coming into established groups? What do we mean by bullying? Is bullying violence?

James and the Giant Peach – Is it right to tell people off and punish them? What is acceptable and what is not acceptable? How can we help others to overcome loneliness?

	Writing Objectives
	T10 – To write own passages of dialogue.

Choose two characters from the film. Carry out shared writing activity from ‘Grammar for Writing’ P.41

Pupils to then write own passage of dialogue between two chosen characters, using the basic conventions of speech punctuation.


Drama Strand – Progression through freeze frame activity

	Year Group & Term 
	4 – T3

	Speaking & Listening Objective
	To create roles showing how behaviour can be interpreted from different viewpoints e.g. presenting characters as they might see themselves, then as others see them.

	Suggested Text & Themes
	Goodies and baddies in texts previously read and examples from current soap operas/cartoons etc.

	Suggested Film & Themes
	The Borrowers – escaping from a threat, self-defence, bullying (large person chasing and threatening small), and good winning over evil.

	Content Focus
	The Borrower children, Ariety and Pea-Green, are alone and being chased by the villain who recruits an exterminator to kill them. They just about escape and the crook gets his come-uppance.

	Overview
	· In groups of three, children model a still image/ freeze-frame of Ariety and Pea-Green at the point of being chased by the villain. Teacher shares some of the pupils still images and asks if any of these could be improved, and models how to do this. Another group of three pupils act as sculptors and improve the image by moving parts of the other group’s body/facial expressions etc. The models and sculptors discuss and feedback how and why the image has become more effective. 

· Use thought tracking device for characters to represent their side of the story at that time. One group could act as interviewers to establish character’s thoughts and feelings at this point of the film/text. Share examples of thought tracking process.

· Develop the thought tracking process by having the characters Ariety and Pea-Green repeat their key thoughts and feelings about the villain, whilst the villain listens. Ask the ‘villains’ to think about how they are viewed by the Borrower children, and how their behaviour can be interpreted. 

· Using thought bubbles ask the pupils to write down what questions the villain might ask himself about his evil behaviour. Share thoughts and discuss effectiveness, focusing on empathy for others.

· Repeat this process for the Borrower children and how they are viewed by the villain.



	Writing Objectives
	T12 – To write an alternative ending for a known story and discuss how this would change the reader’s view of the characters and events of the original story.


Drama Strand – Progression through freeze frame activity

	Year Group & Term 
	5 – T2

	Speaking & Listening Objective
	To reflect on how working in role helps to explore complex issues (different social/cultural/historical perspectives)

	Suggested Film & Themes
	Pocahontas – xenophobia, cultures, cross-cultural relationships, historical accuracy of video & other media

	Content Focus
	John Smith, the English explorer, promises to help ‘civilise’ Pocahontas’ people and suggests they are savages. Pocahontas says they are a different culture, not an inferior one. She shows Smith that he is inferior because he doesn’t appreciate the world around him.

The native and European peoples clash after the death of one of the native warriors. John Smith and Pocahontas want to overcome the xenophobic attitudes of their respective sides, although, later in the video, Smith is injured and has to go back to Britain without Pocahontas.

	Overview
	· In groups and as a whole class, children work on key episodes from the film/text. Children to select a key moment or situation, and to develop a freeze-frame that communicates it. They will need to decide on the participants, what each of them is doing and the effect they want to create. Prompt them to consider the detail of the scene: What arrangement of characters/gestures/facial expressions will create the effect you want?
· Ask each group to present their freeze-frame to the class. Ask the others: What does this scene show? How do you know? What effect does it create?
· Reorganise the class into two groups representing the two cultures. Explain that each group must contain a range of views about the issue, with some in favour of cross-cultural relationships and some against. Ask children to develop these roles and to create a drama based on a meeting between these people. 

· Prompt them as they develop the scenario, to consider whether anyone will change their view and what the outcome of the meeting might be. 

· Organise groups to present their scenarios to the rest of the class. Ask children to comment on the scenarios. Did you believe that is what these people would say? Why/why not\/ What views were expressed? What arguments and evidence were used to support these views? How effectively? Did anyone change their mind? How? Why?
· Draw the class together. Prompt them to reflect on how the drama activities have helped their understanding of this culture issue. What do you feel you know more about now? Has it changed the way you think about racism? How? Why?

	Writing Objectives
	T16, 17, 19 & 20 – reading comprehension linked to locating information and note-taking (focus on racism and racial issues).

T21: to convert personal notes into notes for others to read, paying attention to appropriateness of style, vocabulary and presentation.


Drama Strand – Progression through freeze frame activity

	Year Group & Term 
	6 – T2

	Speaking & Listening Objective
	To improvise using a range of drama strategies and conventions to explore themes such as hopes, fears, desires.

	Suggested Text & Themes
	Goodnight Mister Tom

The Secret Garden

Macbeth

	Suggested Film & Themes
	Goodnight Mister Tom – physical and mental cruelty

The Secret Garden – death, loss, relationships, class

Macbeth (the animated tale) - 

	Content Focus
	When Macbeth encounters the witches upon the misty heath, he is intrigued by their predictions of royalty and fame. Urged on by his ambitious wife and his own greed, Macbeth is determined to become king of Scotland. But a rebellion is brewing …

	Overview
	· Use freeze-frames to create a landscape from the film/narrative and explore a moment of crisis facing the main characters.

· Use a ‘conscience alley’ technique to investigate how a character, facing a difficult decision, can be influenced by conflicting emotions. Encourage children to justify their ideas with reference to the text/film or their understanding of the characters.

· Discuss with the class how the ‘conscience alley’ exercise has extended their understanding of the character’s dilemma at this moment of crisis.

· Ask the class to work in pairs to explore, through the use of freeze-frame, key moments in the film/text. They are to create three freeze-frames, each getting closer to the key moment.

· After the third freeze-frame, ask the pairs to ‘bring the scene to life’ by acting out the next ten seconds of action and dialogue.

· Conclude the work by asking the class to reflect on how the drama work had extended their understanding of the characters. 

	Writing Objectives
	T18 – to write constructive arguments.

Arguments to be written from the point of view of Macbeth, Lady Macbeth or the three witches, justifying their reasoning behind plotting against the king.


Using talk for writing to develop progression through school

	Year Group

& Term 
	Speaking & Listening Objective
	Writing Objectives
	Links to NLS documents
	Cross-curricular Objectives
	Content Focus

	Y2 T1
	15 - Investigating, selecting, sorting:

· Listen to each other’s views and preferences.

· Agree the next steps to take.

· Identify contributions by each group member.


	T15: To write simple instructions.

T16: To use models from reading to organise instructions sequentially e.g. listing points in order, each point depending on the previous one, numbering

T18: To use appropriate register in writing instructions.
	Developing Early Writing Unit 11 P.93

Planting beans.
	QCA Science unit 2b – Plants and animals in the local environment.

Some work would need to be carried out on the scientific key vocabulary.
	Group discussion around the best way to communicate to younger children how to plant beans.

Consider the different models (report, recount, instructions) and look at examples.

Discuss why instructions and diagrams are the best models.

Using statements for instructions on card, groups decide on the order and sequence of the instructions.

Go through the checklist for instructions and ask each group to justify their choice.

This could be used at the end of the work as part of reviewing the groups’ work.

	Y6 T1
	Planning, predicting, exploring:

· Group members take more than one role during task.

· Identify steps for future action for each group member.

· Combine the results of individuals’ work.


	T13: To secure understanding of the features of non-chronological reports.

T17: To write non-chronological reports linked to other subjects.
	Grammar for Writing Unit 45 P.128 (sentence level work on active and passive verbs)


	QCA History unit 9 – What was it like for children during the second world war?


	Initial group meeting to discuss and decide areas in which to focus on, for researching and writing a report about an area of interest from World War 2.

Individuals in the groups to justify why they want a particular area to be researched. 

Once the topic areas have been decided upon groups need to identify individual roles for the jigsaw activity and how they will combine individual contributions.

Jigsaw activity to take place based on discussing and researching 4 areas within the World War 2 topic e.g. evacuation, air raid precautions, rationing and propaganda.

After writing process has taken place groups evaluate individual contributions to writing reports for the group book and identify next steps for future discussion activities.
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