Primary School Facilitator’s Report to Mid Primary ADG

Autumn Term 2011 

1. Local Delivery Groups
There is little to report back on this early in the term as there have been very few meetings to date. At the end of the summer term several planned LDG meetings were cancelled as headteachers were unable to commit the time as schools were so busy. 

Last term I reported that a significant number of schools had been reluctant to commit to purchase of traded services and many are now in the process of reviewing these decisions.  There seems to be particular concern about the cost of Educational Psychology Services.

Alison Bridge, Specialist Teacher service would like a short slot on LDG agendas so that she can keep colleagues up to date about developments. 

LDGs need to make a quick response to the ICT package on offer.

2.  Mid Essex Childrens’ Commissioning and Delivery Board (Mid Essex Childrens’ Partnership)

Philippa Bull will give you a full update on the work of the board but schools might like to note the following:
· Each LDG has been allocated £10,500 for projects related to Emotional Health and Wellbeing (with a particular focus on Domestic Abuse).  All LDGs submitted a bid and all have had funding allocated. Monitoring will take place at the end of the Spring Term. 

· MAAG acceptance rate has gone up. 

· The Board is working on a Resource Envelope and is keen to have information from schools about activities that support vulnerable children/young people. 

· A Single Gateway approach to CAMHs services is being piloted in North – it will be rolled out to Mid in due course. There will be briefings for schools. 
· A small Grants pilot is being rolled out in Mid – grants up to £5k from a pot of £50k – not thought that schools will be eligible

· £10k has also been made available for substance misuse reduction – District Councils and EYPDAS to be approached.

· Women’s Refuges – serious concerns about their core funding

· In October, a panel made up of Board members, will be considering the Early Intervention Fund bids.  Once the decisions have been made it will be important for schools to be informed so that they are aware of the funded projects that will support children and their families for the next 3 years. 
· A panel of Board members will also be considering the Childrens’ Centre tenders. 

· Engagement of young people in the work of the Board has still not been fully resolved

3. Lead Link Headteachers’ Meeting
This is scheduled for Friday 7th October – any issues, queries, comments should be sent to your Lead Link prior to this date.
Link Headteachers have also been invited to the Stakeholder Event 29th Sept. 1.30 at Shire Hall, Chelmsford.

4. Communication Links

The weekly Education Newsletter on the home page of the School Info-link is now the main communication link and contains important information.
The Parenting Platforms (Braintree and Maldon/Chelmsford) are proving to be very useful for practitioners – if you have any staff working directly with parents then it is well worth them attending.  Braintree Platform has just developed a very useful directory of services. 

Information Sharing website (accessed from Home page/schools infolink) – for training opportunities, elearning packages (useful for induction new staff), CAF etc

5. Other news:

Essex Insight – this is currently still under development but will in the near future have a wide variety of contextual data at ward/school level.  It will contain a wide range of data.    You can google ‘Essex Insight’ – but the site is quite complex and it is hoped to roll out training  to LDGs as soon as it fit for purpose. 

Essex Provider Directory – this is currently being cleansed

Essex Health website – a useful site that lists all services, events etc. 

Commissioning Framework – this is nearly ready and will provide valuable support on commissioning and the issuing of contracts – it will be of use to LDGs who wish to commission services rather than directly employ individuals. 

Helen.gilbert@essex.gov.uk
Healthy Schools – The LA and the PCTs are keen to keen this ‘alive’ as in 2013 the LA will become responsible for Public Health.  The National Toolkit is available for school use (DFE website) and if implemented will provide useful evidence for Health and Well-being aspects of the OFSTED framework.  Healthy schools network meetings will continue.  Mid Essex PCT are funding School Health Improvement workers who will co-ordinate Healthy schools and also offer health related programmes.  A useful bench-marking document and action plan template are also available for use in school. (contact carol.partington@essex.gov.uk)
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