OBSERVATION SHEET FOR CHILDREN’S TALK

This sheet can be used by a teacher and TA working together observing across key stages, then used as the basis for discussion about pupils’ talk across the school.

Type of activity:                                                           Curriculum area:

Class:                   Date and time of observation:

	Characteristics of children’s talk
	Few children
	Most children

	Extended contributions:

· More than one sentence

· Additional information
	
	

	Active listening:

· Eye contact with the speaker

· Responding to speaker: nods, gestures

· Asking questions for clarification or extension: 

            What do you mean?  Can you tell me some more?
	
	

	Taking turns:

· Everybody speaking
	
	

	Using subject specific vocabulary:

· Using words related to topic: Victorian, life cycle
· Precise vocabulary related to subjects: add, difference, brush, design, compose, float
· Different questioning words: how, why, what, who, when
· Use of book language: once upon a time, bang, trip-trap
	
	

	Using appropriate grammatical structures:

· Speaking in sentences

· Link words for extended sentences: and, so, then
· A range of link words: next, later on, because, after that
	
	

	Justifying a point of view and/or providing evidence

· Backing up statements using own opinions

· Expressing likes and dislikes

· Using examples/information from texts to formulate or expand own views

· Using visual materials/artefacts/books to support talk
	
	

	Making meaning explicit:

· Speaking audibly and clearly

· Appropriate choice of vocabulary and sentence structure

· Varying voice and/or expression to clarify meaning; smiling, whispering. Shouting

· Emphasising particular words to engage the listener: he ran really fast; CRASH!
· Adapting speech for specific listeners: keeping vocabulary simple and sentences shorter for young children
	
	


