School Facilitators Group

08/11/2010

Report from EPHA Liaison Officer Mike Blant 

This was a worthwhile meeting in which to be involved, giving me an opportunity to meet the 4 primary facilitators and the 2 secondary. The primary facilitators were keen to meet together with me in the interests of the primary voice. 

The facilitators are still coming to terms with their role and with prioritising their work for what they think will work and what they think will make a difference to front line services through ADGs, LDGs and Trust Boards.

As always the question arose of what role the Health agencies are prepared to take and with what commitment. No solutions were offered.
The system is a complex one, so making progress can seem slow. However the mood of the meeting was very positive and the facilitators felt they were making good in-roads into the process of prioritising and commissioning of services beneficial to schools, children and families.
It was heartening to hear that all 4 quadrants had prioritised the issues of 

· Emotional Well-Being (close to David Cameron’s heart with the recent announcement to gauge the nations general well-being - GWB) and

· Parenting/Family Support

The group felt that these priorities ticked all the boxes in terms of raising standards for the most vulnerable children. They also felt that they could bring to bear their educational experiences in terms of producing plans that pinpoint more strongly the issues, analyse need, set out specific action and make clear measurable success criteria. Planning thus far appears to be a weakness of the various groups involved, being too ephemeral and non-specific. 
LDGs needed to become more organised and better focussed and less disparate. 

The group felt very strongly that the ‘Stay Safe’ messages needed to filter through to all schools. It was pointed out that area EPHA/LA meetings are now including a safeguarding slot, raising awareness of the impact of Serious Case Reviews.  

