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Education Secretary's introduction:   

 "We know that nothing matters more in improving education than giving every child access to the best possible teaching. There is no calling more noble, no profession more vital and no service more important than teaching. It is because we believe in the importance of teaching – as the means by which we liberate every child to become the adult they aspire to be – that this White Paper has been written. The importance of teaching cannot be over-stated'.

Teacher Training:

· Raise the bar for entry to PGCE teacher training by ceasing to provide Department for Education funding for applicants who do not hold at least a 2:2 degree or equivalent from September 2012.

· Student teachers will take the ‘basic skills’ literacy and numeracy tests at the start rather than the end of the course. The scope for retaking the tests will be limited and more rigour injected in order to raise the standard.

· Trial the use of systematic assessments of aptitude, personality and resilience as part of the teacher training candidate selection process. 

· Provide funding to more than double the size of Teach First from 560 new teachers to 1,140 each year by the end of this Parliament. This will include extending it across the country, and into primary schools.
· The creation of a new generation of “training schools” – modelled on teaching hospitals – in which would-be teachers would be given on-the-job training; 
· Teach Next will seek to draw in talented professionals with similarly strong academic records and interpersonal skills to those on Teach First, and with experience of the world of work. It will provide an accelerated route to leadership.
· Develop a ‘Troops to Teachers’ programme which will sponsor eligible graduates to train as teachers.
· Examine how to provide scholarships through university for capable students who commit to entering teaching after graduation. 
National Curriculum:

· A tighter, more rigorous, model of the knowledge which every child should expect to master in core subjects at every key stage.

· Ensure support available to every school for the teaching of systematic synthetic phonics, as the best method for teaching reading;
Assessment:

· National testing: at age 6, a simple test of pupils’ ability to decode words; at 11, as pupils complete primary education; 

Accountability/League Tables: 

· Reform performance tables so that they set out our high expectations – every pupil should have a broad education, a firm grip of the basics and be making progress;
· Institute a new measure of how well deprived pupils do and introduce a measure of how young people do when they leave school;

· Establish a new ‘floor standard’ for primary and secondary schools, which sets an escalating minimum expectation for attainment. 
· Schools found to have national test results below centrally set minimum expectations, which are failing to improve and where Ofsted has concerns, will be converted by the government into academies.
· Ofsted inspectors will be instructed to judge schools according to four key criteria: teaching standards, leadership, pupil behaviour and attainment.

Funding: 

· Consult on developing and introducing a clear, transparent and fairer national funding formula based on the needs of pupils, to work alongside the Pupil Premium;

Behaviour: 

· Increase the authority of teachers to discipline pupils by strengthening their powers to search pupils, issue detentions and use force where necessary.

· Support teachers to challenge behaviour by legislating to grant them anonymity when accused by pupils and speeding up investigations (up to the point of a teacher being charged).

· Strengthen head teachers’ authority to maintain discipline beyond the school gates and improve exclusion processes.

· Change the current system of independent appeal panels for exclusions so that they take less time and ensure that pupils who have committed a serious offence cannot be re-instated (Abolishment of appeals panels seems to have been dropped).

· Pilot a new approach to permanent exclusions where schools have the power, money and responsibility to secure alternative provision for excluded pupils.
· Teachers are expected to receive guidance on how to search pupils for more items, including mobile phones, and when they can use force.
